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Diear Senator Leahy.

On behalf of rur 300000 physicians and medical stadent members, the Ameocan
Medical Association {AMA} urpes wou to suppert the amendment that Senator Batrick
Leahy (0 VT plans to offer dunng the Tudiciary Conunittess consideration of 5. 353,
the “Class Action Fairness Act of 19997 The Leaby aniendroent wonld appropriately
allow tobdcco ¢lass action swits 4o proceed at the sate level, rather than piving the faderal
distrier courts, eoiginal parisdection over tolracco bligation. The AMA believes that the
Cuornmuittes’s acce puance of Senator Leabiy’s amendment is vital to the contimoed
eaistence uf cluss action soits aguimat the obacon mghestry,

Lnforunaiety, the House of Representalives has abreadsy passed a class actioo hill, which
like the cutrent version of 5. 353, would permic tobaceo compantes ta move class acton
suts from state {0 feders] court, In facy, Professor Richard Daynard of Nunhessiem
University tesitticd against both the House and Senate lepislation by 1anng, "To send
telaccn class aceions to tederat court is to 3end theo to theie death,” and that the bills
“wouald have the abmost certain effect of edninpuisbang alt cliss actions apanst robaceo
Lornpanies.”

The tobaceo indusiry 15 Mtcmpting o wse any medns possible to insulue fself against
liabeliny tor is products - whaeh o adidition e creating aver A0 child soekers per
vy -- ganses premature death and disease when used ws directed. 1Mease suprpret the
Leahy amendment to cpsore that che tehacco companies canma ingnlale themselves from
alitle comrt e isinns in clss achion sups

Erospeuifidly,
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